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half of the tract afterwards granted to William
Penn. In pursuance of what they believed to be
their rights, the Connecticut people settled in the
beautiful valley of Wyoming. They were there-
upon ejected by force by the proprietors of Penn-
sylvania; but they returned, only to be ejected
again and again in a petty warfare carried on for
many years. In the summer of 1778, the people
of the valley were massacred by the Iroquois In-
dians. The history of this Connecticut boundary
dispute fills volumes. So does the boundary dis-
pute with Maryland, which also lasted through-
out the colonial period; the dispute with Virginia
over the site of Pittsburgh is not so voluminous.
All these controversies Thomas Penn conducted
with eminent skill, inexhaustible patience, and
complete success. For this achievement the State
owes him a debt of gratitude.

Thomas Penn was in the extraordinary position
of having to govern as a feudal lord what was
virtually a modern community. He was exercis-
ing feudal powers three hundred years after all
the reasons for the feudal system had ceased to
exist; and he was exercising those powers and
acquiring by them vast wealth from a people in a
new and wild country whose convictions, both